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were in progress under difficult conditions, and
Franco and his men were placed on one flank as a
covering body. In the centre were the Regulares,
giving immediate protection to the engineers as
they worked, As Franco ran his field glass along
the line he noticed that there was some disturbance
among the Regulares. Focussing more carefully he
saw a stretcher being carried back, and from the
uniform of the man who lay on it, he recognised the
Regulares' commander. Without waiting to see
more, he rode over to the centre and there he
found what he expected to find, confusion among the
troops who had lost their leader. Only his own
timely assumption of command, restored order, and
prevented what might have been a seiious defeat.
Franco's contributions to the Melilla campaign
were rewarded with the Military Medal, after the
Cross of San Fernando, the highest decoration that
can be won by a Spanish soldier.
When the Melilla operations were successfully
concluded, it seemed that Morocco might find
peace. That had been the hope of all who realised
the tragic cost of the constant warfare, and among
them was Damaso Berenguer, whose last important
work before relinquishing the High Commissioner-
ship, had been to undertake the long delayed
expedition against Tazarat, and thus to strike a
blow at the revolutionary influence of the Raisuni.
But Abd-el-Krim was still at large, and meanwhile